Dear Student,

The Indian Agriculture Industry is on the brink of a revolution!!  

Take a look at the following statistics:

· Turnover of the total food market: approximately US $ 69.4 bn

· Turnover of value-added food products: US $ 22.2 bn

· The Government of India has approved proposals for joint ventures, foreign collaborations, industrial licenses and 100% export-oriented units envisaging an investment of US $ 4.80 bn

· Foreign investment is over US $ 18.2 bn

·  Agriculture accounts for over 35% of GDP and employs  65 % of the population

Recently, during Amaethon 2008, an IIM-A initiative in the field of agribusiness, speakers stressed the sustainability and all-inclusive growth of agribusiness in India. They said that a multi-cultured and socio-economically diverse country such as India can never ignore the bottom of its pyramid.  They also emphasized that growth in agribusiness is declining not because investment is decreasing, but because new talent is not getting infused into the sector.

The career opportunities available to students in this domain are tremendous. For the year 2007, PGP-ABM at IIM-A recorded unparalleled placements with an offer-to-student ratio of 2:1.  Average salaries in the sector increased by 25% for freshers and 20% for laterals. Greater job diversity was the distinguishing feature of placements. 

· The PGP-ABM students of 2007 bagged consulting and advisory roles in banks, positions in FMCG giants like Pepsi and Marico, and placements with some of the big names in Food, Supply Chain, Procurement, Agricultural Finance, Retail, and Commodity Trading.

· The highest salary offered was INR 10 lakh for laterals as well as for freshers.

· The average salary rose to INR 9 lakh for freshers and 9.5 lakh for laterals.

Kamal Deo Singh, Coordinator, IIM-A Placement Committee (PGP-ABM) said that this is just the beginning of a trend. Demand for agribusiness managers is set to grow rapidly. 

So, as you can see, this is a very lucrative career option for any MBA aspirant, irrespective of his or her educational background, and not just for agriculture graduates. Besides, enrolling in this course will give you  the opportunity to become a part of one of India's heritage institutions. If you have not yet considered this programme as an option, please do so. You would not want to miss out on a fantastic career opportunity. All you have to do to take advantage of this wonderful career prospect is to darken a circle…yes, that is it! 

In your CAT application form, do remember to darken the circle corresponding to the PGP-ABM programmes available at IIM-A and IIM-L. You do not need to fill a separate form or pay any extra fee.

If you are excited about a career in Agribusiness Management, you could also look at other institutes such as IRMA and IIFM. Please write to ims@imsindia.com for further information/clarifications. 

Stay Focussed.

Product Head
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